FRANKLIN INSTITUTE-UNIVERSITY OF ALCALA

MEMORY AND IDENTITIES IN HISPANIC COMICS
SPAN 575

INSTRUCTOR 'S NAME and E-MAIL: Dr. Francisco Sédez de Adana Herrero, kiko.saez@uah.es

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course will focus on the intersection between memory, identity and politics in
Hispanic comics. Thus, the concepts of historical memory, collective memory, political memory or postmemory
will be studied, what dialogue they establish with comics and how they have evolved over the decades in Spain
and in different Latin American countries. The course will also focus on the way the concept of identity is
constructed in terms of nation, gender, ethnicity, and class in Hispanic comics.

OBJECTIVES:

Demonstrate an advanced ability to analyse Hispanic comics and visual culture and present the results
orally and in writing.

Locate Hispanic comics and texts critically in their historical, cultural, and institutional contexts.

With some guidance from the lecturer, evaluate and apply a range of critical approaches to the material
covered.

Use a range of critical terminology, applying it to independently researched material as well as to material
introduced by the lecturer.

Conduct independent study, including the preparation of material for group discussion, developed through
seminars.

Using bibliographical material provided, select, plan and carry out a programme of study leading to an
essay on a chosen topic, to a specified length and deadline.

DISTRIBUTION OF GRADES:

Test 20%
Class Participation 10%
Oral Presentation 20%
Detailed Outline 10%
Final essay 40%

There is no final examination

GRADING SCALE:

A+ =100-96 A =95-91 A- = 90-86 B+ = 85-81 B
C+ = 70-67 C=66-62 C-=61-58 D+ = 57-54 D

80-76 B- = 75-71
53-50 F=49%
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CLASS ATTENDANCE

To derive the utmost benefit from class instruction, attendance is essential. Attending class is extremely beneficial
since it allows students to interact and participate in class discussions. The instructor should be informed of any
reason for a prolonged absence. A student who is absent from a test for legitimate reasons must discuss an
alternative course of action with the instructor. The instructor at his or her own discretion may transfer the
percentage weight for a test to another test. The instructor will either make this decision on the basis of verbal
information provided by the student or will request a Physician/Counsellor statement form. Missed tests and
assignments with no legitimate reason will be given a grade of F. The instructor will not prepare make-up tests or
assignments.

CLASS ETIQUETE:

A. CLASS PARTICIPATION
Students are expected to read the articles or book chapters assigned on the class schedule. Class participation
marks are assigned based on the level of preparedness students have in class.

B. TEST

The test is a comprehensive evaluation of the material discussed in class. The test includes a section on
identification of quotes taken from the theoretical articles assigned in the course, analysis of images taken from
comics, and essay questions.

C. ORAL PRESENTATION

Students must select a Hispanic comic from the 20th or 21st centuries different from those studied in the course
to present to their classmates. The work can be Spanish or Latin American. The presentation will last 20 minutes.
A summary of ho more than two pages to give to classmates or a PowerPoint presentation should be prepared.
The summary or PowerPoint presentation should include the following aspects: brief synopsis of the biography of
the writer, essayist, director (5 lines), summary of the themes of the book, analysis of the text (thesis expressed
in one sentence, important ideas and conclusion), bibliography on the work of the writer, essayist, director. The
comic selected for the oral presentation is the same on which the your final paper will be written.

D. FINAL ESSAY

Write an essay of 8 to 10 pages analyzing the selected comic different from those analyzed in class but
corresponding to the subject studied. The first version of the paper will be worth 15% of the grade and the final,
more extended version will be worth the remaining 25%. The final version of the paper should consist of 15-20
pages.

10% of the percentage of this item will be given to the presentation of an initial outline of the paper including: the
thesis, the theoretical approach, the important ideas to be developed, the conclusion, a bibliography of at least 5
different sources (only 2 can be from the internet) and a summary of the proposed analysis ("abstract").

The written papers will be evaluated considering the following criteria: the structure of thought, the originality of
the argument, the application of theory, the writing and the way in which the student uses the methods of
presentation of written papers following the MLA format.




