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John is a professional geologist with over 30 years of experience in the oil and gas industry, 
government and academia. Beginning as a summer intern with Petro-Canada and later full-time 
with Esso Resources, PanCanadian/EnCana, Husky Energy, then as an independent consultant, 
he has worked projects in Western Canada, the North American frontiers as well as 
internationally – in Colombia, the Persian Gulf, North Africa and Indonesia. He is co-discoverer 
of the giant Deep Panuke gas field, off-shore Nova Scotia. 

John holds degrees in geology from the University of Western Ontario (Hons B.Sc.), Université 
de Montréal (M.Sc.), and University of Calgary (PhD). His main areas of research are sequence 
stratigraphy and paleontology, having published on these and related subjects; but has most 
recently expanded into the areas of unconventional reservoirs and conversion of legacy oil and 
gas fields into geothermal energy sources. At PanCanadian and Husky, he managed 
industrial/academic research partnerships for over 15 years, working with universities in 
Canada, the U.S., and Europe. This involved both funding of projects undertaken by professors, 
support of graduate theses and collaborative research with these individuals and teams.  

Teaching has been a major aspect of his career, designing and giving courses, seminars and field 
trips for industry and universities. He was responsible for university recruiting in geoscience at 
Husky Energy for five years, establishing a comprehensive new hire training and development 
program. In 2016 he was appointed Adjunct Professor in the Department of Earth and 
Atmospheric Science at the University of Alberta. 

John has also been a board member of Canada’s two largest science granting agencies, Canada 
Foundation for Innovation and NSERC. His other public-sector experience includes a 
secondment to Ottawa in 2007-8, as Chief of Staff to the Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration, and currently as Vice-president Technical Science and External Innovation at the 
Alberta Energy Regulator. 

He has volunteered in civil society for over thirty years at the local, regional and national level 
in various capacities. John is married and the proud father of two daughters – both beginning 
careers in science. 


