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Presentation outline

• National statistical standards  - Tested and trusted

• Gender and sex at birth

• Sexual orientation 

• Visible minorities

• Other ethnocultural standards
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National statistical standards 
Tested and trusted 
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• For Statistics Canada to provide more disaggregated information 
for population groups, the data must  be collected in a 
standardized way to allow for meaningful comparisons and a 
sufficient volume of data must also be collected to enable these 
comparisons.

• Statistics Canada plays a leading role in ensuring that strong 
standards are developed and adopted as part of the national 
statistical system. This includes making available statistical 
standards for collecting disaggregated data. 

• “Tested and trusted statistical standards” explores how statistical 
standards are used to provide data insights on a particular topic 
to help individuals understand and interpret those data.

Link: https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-627-m/11-627-m2020051-eng.htm

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/200724/dq200724d-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-627-m/11-627-m2020051-eng.htm
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Why do we use national statistical standards?
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Statistics Canada standards 
for disaggregated data

Statistics Canada has a number of standard 
measures, including those to measure diverse 
groups. 

Examples include:

• Gender

• Sex at birth

• Ethnic or cultural origin

• Indigenous group

• Indigenous identity

• Visible minority / Population group

• Immigrant status
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http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Var.pl?Function=DEC&Id=410445
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Var.pl?Function=DEC&Id=24101
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Var.pl?Function=DEC&Id=1219467
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Var.pl?Function=DEC&Id=42924
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Var.pl?Function=DEC&Id=42927
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Var.pl?Function=DEC&Id=45152
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Var.pl?Function=DEC&Id=45159
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Var.pl?Function=DEC&Id=103339
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Forces at play 
when defining and 
measuring gender, 
diversity and 
inclusion
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Measuring 
gender, 

diversity and 
inclusion

Policies and 
programs

Legislation

Scientific

Technological 
changes

Interest 
groups, 

community 
organizations, 

sub-
populations

Public 
opinion, 
opinion 
leaders, 
media

Demographic 
changes
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Gender

Assigned at birth

Based on biological characteristics

• Chromosomes

• Sex hormones

• Genital and reproductive organs

Male, female, intersex

Related to a person’s social or 
personal identity

Felt vs lived gender

Male, female, non-binary (gender diverse)

Transgender: People whose gender identity does 
not match the sex assigned at birth

Measuring gender and sex 
New standard at Statistics Canada

Sex
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Measuring gender and sex 
Adapting Statistics Canada’s questionnaires
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Measuring sexual orientation 
In population surveys

Present 

What is your sexual orientation?

Would you say you are:

• Heterosexual

• Lesbian or gay

• Bisexual

• Or please specify:

2003 
Do you consider yourself to be:
INTERVIEWER: Read categories to respondent.

• … heterosexual? (sexual relations with people of 
the opposite sex)

• … homosexual, that is lesbian or gay? (sexual 
relations with people of your own sex)

• … bisexual? (sexual relations with people of 
both sexes)
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Measuring sexual orientation 
Adapting Statistics Canada’s standards and measures - Consultation process

Outcomes:

Statistical metadata (definitions and 
categories) related to sexual orientation 

Updated questions to measure sexual 
orientation

• Formed internal working group on sexual 
orientation

• Expert consultations 
• Focus groups with LGBTQ2+ non-LGBTQ2+ 

Canadians 
• Public consultation through the Statistics Canada 

website 
• One-on-one interviews with LGBTQ2+ non-

LGBTQ2+ Canadians on updated questions to 
measure sexual orientation
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Measuring ethnocultural diversity (population group/visible minorities)
Harmonized question on population groups – Census and most surveys
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Benefits
• Meets the requirements of the 

Employment Equity Act

• Enables the identification of groups 
that are otherwise difficult to identify

• Can derived standard variables: 
Visible minority / Population group

• Comparability over time and with 
different data sources (Census, LFS, 
GSS, etc.) in Canada

• Neutral question (no reference to 
sensitive terms: "visible minority", 
"race", "racial group", etc.)

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Var.pl?Function=DEC&Id=45152
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p3Var.pl?Function=DEC&Id=45159
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Measuring ethnocultural diversity (population group/visible minorities)

Considerations / Issues

• Broader purpose

• Debate about terminology and definition 

• Alternatives classification and operationalisation

• Reporting issues: finding a balance between the needs for more data disaggregation, 
regional differences and protecting confidentiality (especially with smaller 
populations, business/departments and geographies)

• Importance of historical perspective and to monitor situation over time
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Measuring and unpacking ethnocultural diversity (several concepts)

Evolution of ethnocultural questions in the Canadian census
1871 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1931 1941 1951 1961 1971 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001 2006 2011 2016

Lieu de naissance de la personne

Citoyenneté/Nationalité

Année/Période d'immigration

Année/Période de naturalisation

Statut d'immigrant reçu

Lieu de naissance des parents

Couleur

Origine

Groupes de population

Groupes autochtones

Statut d'indien inscrit ou des traités

Membre d'une Première Nation ou bande indienne

Canadien français

Langue maternelle

Connaissance du français et de l'anglais

Connaissance des autres langues

Langue la plus souvent parlée à la maison

Langue régulièrement parlée à la maison

Langue la plus souvent utilisée au travail

Langue régulièrement utilisée au travail

Religion

Place of birth

Citizenship

Year of immigration

(Year of naturalization)

Immigrant status

Place of birth of parents

(Colour)

Origin*

Population groups/visible minorities

Aboriginal groups (Aboriginal identity)

Registered or Treaty Indian status

Membership in a First Nation or Indian band

(French Canadian)

Mother tongue

Knowledge of official languages

Knowledge of non-official languages

Language spoken most often at home

Language spoken regularly at home

Language used most often at work

Language used regularly at work

Religion
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Census of Population: unpacking the diversity
• Conducted every 5 years since 1981. Most recent census was conducted on May 11, 2021.  

• Key data source on sociodemographic characteristics of the population in Canada

• Provides “building blocks” to define the groups in Canada:

• Ethnic or cultural origins

• Indigenous peoples (Indigenous identity, Indigenous group, Registered or Treaty Indian status, 
Membership in a First Nation or Indian Band, Membership in a Métis organization or Settlement, etc.)

• Population group (visible minority)

• Religion (every 10 years)

• Language (mother tongue, language spoken most often at home, knowledge of official languages, etc.)

• Place of birth of person, Place of birth of parent & Generation status

• Citizenship

• Immigration (for 2021 we will use administrative data from Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 
Canada)

• Also includes demographic data (e.g., gender, sex at birth), family composition, education, labour, housing, 
income, etc.

• Comparability at various levels of geography, over time and with various data sources 14

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop030
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop001
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop144
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop116
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop070
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop244
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop111
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop127
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop233
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop095
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop186
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop055
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop118
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop234
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop036
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop016
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop232
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/dict/az/Definition-eng.cfm?ID=pop122
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2021 Census of Population releases

Nov. 17
2021

Feb. 9 
20222

Mar. 30 
2022

Apr. 27 
2022

Jul. 13 
2022

Aug. 17 
2022

Sept 21 
2022

Oct. 26 
2022

Nov. 30 
2022

Winter 
22-23

Canada’s 
growing 
population 
and where 
they are 
living

Canada’s 
shifting 
demographic 
profile (age, 
sex, gender, 
types of 
dwelling)

Portrait of Canada’s 
families and 
households, 
Contemporary 
portrait of Canadian 
Veterans and, 
Income profiles of 
Canadians

Linguistic 
diversity 
and use of 
English 
and 
French in 
Canada

First Nations, 
Métis and 
Inuit in 
Canada and 
Canada’s 
housing 
portrait 

Portrait of Canada’s 
diverse population 
(immigration, religion 
and ethnocultural
diversity, and 
mobility)

Education in Canada, 
The changing dynamics 
of the Canadian labour 
force and how people 
get to work and, 
Instruction in the 
official minority 
language

Geography
and reference 
products

Additional 
reference 
products

Additional 
analytical 
products 
and 
microdata 
files beyond 
2022

https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/geo/index-eng.cfm
https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2021/ref/index-eng.cfm
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Appendix
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Social statistics

• Census of Population

• General Social 
Survey (all cycles)

• Canadian Social Survey

• Canadian Housing Survey

• Canadian Survey on 
Disability

• Crowdsourcing surveys 
on the Impacts of COVID-
19 on Canadians
(confidence in public 
institutions, 
discrimination, 
Perceptions of safety, 
etc.)

Labour statistics

• Labour Force Survey 
Supplement - Labour 
Market Impacts of 
COVID-19

• Public Service Employee 
Survey

• Pulse Survey on COVID-
19 and its Impacts on 
Public Service Employees

• Staffing and Non-
partisanship Survey

• Survey on Sexual 
Misconduct at Work

• Survey on Sexual 
Misconduct in the 
Canadian Armed Forces

Justice statistics

• Survey of Safety in Public 
and Private Spaces

• Canadian Legal Problems 
Survey

• Homicide Survey†

• Police Administration 
Survey*†

• Survey on residential 
facilities for victims of 
abuse*†

• Uniform Crime Reporting 
Survey*

Education statistics

• National Graduates 
Survey

• Survey on Individual 
Safety in the 
Postsecondary Student 
Population

• Survey of Postsecondary 
Faculty and Researchers

• Postsecondary Student 
Information System*†

Health statistiscs

• Canadian Community 
Health Survey

• Canadian Health 
Measures Survey

• COVID-19 Vaccination 
Coverage Survey

• Canadian COVID-19 
Antibody and Health
Survey

• Canadian Health Survey 
on Children and Youth

• Survey on COVID-19 and 
Mental Health

• Survey on Access to 
Health Care and 
Pharmaceuticals During 
the Pandemic

Overview of Statistics Canada data sources 
with ethnocultural information: 2017 to 2021

For more information, see Surveys and statistical programs 

*Administrative Data
† Proxy identification

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/surveys

