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Dr. Frank W. Stahnisch – Talks & Lectures (since 2008) 

 

2013 

 

09. Oct. 2013 

Zum transatlantischen Verhaeltnis von ‘Brain Drain’ und ‘Brain Gain’ im 20. Jahrhundert – 

deutschsprachige Beitraege zu neurowissenschaftlichen und -ethischen Forschungsfeldern in Nordamerika. 

Medical Faculty at the University of Cologne, Oct-9, 2013, Cologne (D). 

 

07. Oct. 2013 

Historical ‘Hypes’ in the Interest in ‘Scientific Method’.  

A Themed Session on ‘Scientific Method’ in the History of Neuroscience Interest Group 

(HONIG) on Oct-7, 2013 at the University of Calgary Faculty of Medicine, Calgary, Alberta 

(CDN). 

 

19. Sept. 2013 

Zur modernen Bildgebung des Gehirns. Wissenschaftliche, kulturelle und neuromythologische Perspektiven.  

50th Colloquium on Insurance Medicine: “Cycle on the History of Medical Examinations – 

Methodology and Critique of Methods”. 19.09.2013. Psychiatry Division of the Swiss Injury 

Insurance Agency (SUVA). Lucerne (CH). 

 

23. July 2013 

Learning Soft Skills the Hard Way: Historiographical Considerations on the Cultural Adjustment Process of 

German-Speaking Émigré Neuroscientists in Canada and the United States, 1933 to 1963. 

XXIV. International Congress of History of Science and Technology. 21.07.-28.07.2013. 

University of Manchester (GB). 

 

20. June 2013 

From ‘Neurological Laboratories’ and ‘Research Divisions’ to ‘Group Research Activities:’  Some Philosophical 

and Historical Reflections on the Early Interdisciplinary Research Centres in German-Speaking Neuroscience 

(1885 to 1935).   

Colloquium of the Centre for Values, Ethics and the Law in Medicine (VELiM), Faculty of 

Medicine, University of Sydney, New South Wales (AUS). 
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19. June 2013 

Eugenics Ideals, Racial Anthropology and the Emigration of German-American Psychiatric Geneticist Franz 

Josef Kallmann (1897-1965). 

18th Annual Meeting of the International Society for the History of the Neurosciences.  

18.-22.6.2013. University of Sydney, New South Wales (AUS). 

 

08. June 2013 

The Emerging Neuroscience Laboratories at the Beginning of the 20th Century.  

Situating Science Research Workshop (SSHRC): Where is the Laboratory Now? Representation, 

Intervention and Realism in 19th and 20th Century Biomedical Sciences at the University of 

Calgary Field Station, Barrier Lake, Kananaskis, AB (CDN). 

 

03. June 2013 

Ousting Researchers and Transferring Things: On the Conditions of Neurophysiological Research in German-

Speaking Refugee Neuroscientists in North-America, 1933 to 1963. 

Annual Conference of the Canadian Society for the History of Medicine and the Canadian 

Society for the History and Philosophy of Science at the University of Victoria, BC (CDN). 

 

02. May 2013 

From ‘Neurological Laboratories’ to Interdisciplinary ‘Centres of Brain Research’: Otfrid Foerster, Wilder 

Penfield, and Early Neuroscience in Breslau and Montreal.  

Nickerson Lecture in Neuro-History. Faculty of Medicine, McGill University, Montreal (CDN). 

 

2012 

 

22. Sept. 2012 

From Neuropathology to Psychiatry and Beyond – Revising the ‘Brain Gain Thesis’: German-Speaking Émigré 

Neuropathologists in North America after 1933.  

SSHRC Research Workshop: “The Transnational Migration of Physicians in the Twentieth 

Century.” 21.09.-22.09.2012. Institute for Health and Social Policy, McGill University, Montreal 

(CDN). 
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05. Sept. 2012 

Acculturation, Incorporation and Culture Shock: German-Speaking Émigré-Psychiatrists and Neurologists in 

North-America during and after the Second World War.  

The Richardson History of Psychiatry Research Seminar, Cornell University – Joan and Sanford 

I. Weill Medical College, New York (USA). 

 

21. June 2012 

Chasing Veins in Vain? On the Historical Succession of Vascular Theories in Multiple Sclerosis Research  

(with Aravind Ganesh). 17th Annual Meeting of the International Society for the History of the 

Neurosciences. Fondazione Giorgio Cini, Island of San Giorgio Maggiore, Venice (I). 

 

21. June 2012 

Alexander von Humboldt's Path from Galvanism to Animal Electricity 

(with Stanley Finger and Mario Piccolino). 17th Annual Meeting of the International Society for 

the History of the Neurosciences. Fondazione Giorgio Cini, Island of San Giorgio Maggiore, 

Venice (I). 

 

04. June 2012 

Sport as Neurorehabilitation versus Sport as Functional Enhancement: Some Early Considerations in the 

Therapeutic Concepts of German Émigré-Neurosurgeon Ludwig Guttmann (1899-1980).  

North American Society for Sport History (NASSH). Hotel Shattuck Plaza. Berkeley, California 

(USA). 

 

02. May 2012 

The Making of a New Research Field: On the Pursuit of Interdisciplinarity in the German Neuromorphological 

Sciences, 1910–1945 

Office of the History of Science and Technology, University of California, Berkeley (USA). 

 

06. March 2012 

Research Interest ‘versus’ Patient Autonomy – Conflicting Tensions in the History of Brain Stimulation 

Approaches. 

Lecture Series on “Ethics,” Apeiron Society for the Practice of Philosophy, Scandinavian Centre, 

Calgary, Alberta (CDN) 
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2011 

 

24. Nov. 2011 

The «Brain Gain Thesis Revisited»? Considerations Regarding the Impact of German-Speaking Émigré 

Psychiatrists on North-American Research Institutions.  

Symposium of the Presidential Commission on the History of German Psychiatry during the 

Nazi Period: “The Emigration of Jewish Psychiatrists from 1933 Onwards”. Annual Congress of 

the German Association for Psychiatry, Psychotherapy and Neurology (DGPPN). 23.11.- 

26.11.2011. International Congress Centre (ICC), Berlin (D). 

 

01. Oct. 2011 

Sport als fruehe Neurorehabilitation: Einige historische Ueberlegungen zur Veraenderung des therapeutischen 

Ansatzes im Exil bei dem deutsch-britischen Neurochirurgen Sir Ludwig Guttmann (1899-1980). 

21st Annual Meeting of the German Society for the History of the Nerve Sciences (DGGN). 

29.09.-01.10.2011. Swiss Epilepsy Centre, University of Zurich, Zurich (CH). 

 

21. June 2011 

The «Eugenics Paradox»: Core Beliefs of Progressivism versus Relicts of Medical Traditionalism – The Example 

of Kurt Goldstein.  

Workshop on Eugenics and Psychiatry at the First Joint ISHN and Cheiron Conference, Banff 

Centre for the Arts, AB (CDN). 

 

21. June 2011 

Introductory Presentation to an Eugenics and Psychiatry Workshop. 

Workshop on Eugenics and Psychiatry at the First Joint ISHN and Cheiron Conference, Banff 

Centre for the Arts, AB (CDN). 

 

20. June 2011 

Mapping Mind and Brain in ‹Modern› Ways – On the Emergence of Interdisciplinary Approaches in the 

German Neuromorphological Sciences, 1910 to 1945. 

2011 ISHN Presidential Lecture at the First Joint ISHN and Cheiron Conference, Banff Centre 

for the Arts, AB (CDN). 
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20. June 2011 

Introductory Presentation to a Mind and Body Medicine Workshop. 

Workshop on Mind and Body Medicine at the First Joint ISHN and Cheiron Conference, Banff 

Centre for the Arts, AB (CDN). 

 

19. June 2011 

Emergence, Evolution, and Resolution: The History of Multiple Sclerosis Investigations in Canada between 1850 

and 1950  

(with Aravind Ganesh). First Joint ISHN and Cheiron Conference, University of Calgary, AB 

(CDN). 

 

16. June 2011 

Brain Research and Art? Some Considerations on the Relationship of the Practices of Natural Science and 

Experimentation in the Modern Neurosciences 

(with Theresa Bruncke). Conference Symposium I on “NeuroArt” at the First Joint ISHN and 

Cheiron Conference, University of Calgary, AB (CDN). 

 

16. June 2011 

Mihály Lenhossék (1863-1937), the Neuronal Growth Cone, and International Competition in Modern 

Neuroscience  

(with Andrew Bulloch). First Joint ISHN and Cheiron Conference, University of Calgary, AB 

(CDN). 

 

12. May 2011 

From Aristotle’s ‘Pneuma’ to Lavoisier’s ‘Oxygen’ – Some Major Physiological Trajectories in the History of 

Medicine. 

Third Humboldt Kolleg on “Air” – Humboldt Association of Canada. Green College, University 

of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC (CDN). 

 

06. Jan. 2011 

Popular Sex: Media and Sexuality in Germany in the Early 20th Century – Academic Commentary. 

Academic Commentary on Prof. Kathrin Peters, Braunschweig Academy of Arts, Germany; Prof. 

Maria Makela, California College of the Arts, San Francisco, USA; and Prof. Helga Thorson, 

University of Victoria, British Columbia. University of Calgary: “PopSex! Conference and 

Exhibition”. Alberta College for Art and Design (ACAD), Calgary, AB (CDN). 
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2010 

 

18. Nov. 2010 

German-Speaking Psychiatrist and Neurologist Émigrés to the U.S. after WWII 

Colloquium on the History of Psychiatry and Medicine, Francis A. Countway Center for the 

History of Medicine, Harvard Medical School, Harvard University, Boston, MA (USA). 

 

03. Aug. 2010 

The Making of a New Research Field: On the Pursuit of Interdisciplinarity in the German Neuromorphological 

Sciences, 1910-1945. 

History of Science Colloquium of the Division III (“Experimental Systems and Spaces of 

Knowledge”), Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, Berlin (D). 

 

22. July 2010 

Physical Images and Visual Concepts in the Neurosciences – Relating the Past to the Future. 

Mind and Brain Speakers Colloquium, Berlin School of Mind and Brain, Humboldt University, 

Berlin (D). 

 

16. June 2010 

From Cutting-Edge Brain Surgery to the Creation of Paralympic Sports: Considerations Regarding the Influence 

of Exile on the German-British Neurosurgeon Sir Ludwig Guttmann (1899-1980) 

15th Annual Meeting of the International Society for the History of Neuroscience. 15.06.-  

19.06.2010. École Normale Supérieure de Paris (F). 

 

08. March 2010 

From Cutting-Edge Brain Surgery to the Creation of Paralympics Sports: Considerations on Functional 

Restitution and Enhancement in the Work of Émigré Neurosurgeon Sir Ludwig Guttmann (1899-1980). 

First International Conference on “Sports and Society” at the University of British Columbia, 

Vancouver (CDN). 

 

06. Feb. 2010 

Academic Commentary on Professor Lucia Dacome, UofT. 

International Workshop “Assimilating Knowledge. Food and Nutrition in Early Modern 

Physiologies” at the Science Studies Unit of the University of Basle (CH). 
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05. Feb. 2010 

Zum Verhaeltnis von Nerven-Nahrung, Gesundem Geist und Stoffwechselkonzeptionen im ‹Langen  

18. Jahrhundert›. 

III. Swiss Congress of Historical Sciences; Panel: „Healthy Eating in the Early Modern Period”. 

Organized by the Professorship of Science Studies at the University of Basle (CH). 

 

2009 

 

27. Nov. 2009 

Die Entwicklung der Neurostimulation des Gehirns und das Selbstverstaendnis des Menschen aus 

wissenschaftshistorischer und forschungsethischer Perspektive. 

International Conference: „The Value of Human Life in the 21st Century or: on the Boundaries 

of Human Manipulation“. European Academy for Life Research, Integration and Civil Society. 

25.-28.11.2009 Austrian Ministry of Science and Education, Vienna (A). 

 

17. Oct. 2009 

Medizin, Leben und Funktion. Experimentalstrategien und Medizinische Moderne an der Grenze von Pathologie 

und Physiologie. 

Keynote Lecture on the occasion of the award ceremony for the inaugural Klaus Reichert Prize 

for Philosophy of Medicine. 16.-18.10.2009 Literary Society of Karlsruhe, Prince Max Palais, 

Karlsruhe (D). 

 

02. Sept. 2009 

Putting Experimental Dynamics into the Field: The German ‘Ostfeldzug’ and the Creation of Emergency Care 

Chains in Neurosurgery, 1941–1945. 

International Conference: „Seventy Years On: New Perspectives on the Second World War”. 

Department of History and the Centre for Military and Strategic Studies of the UofC. 01.-

03.09.2009 Fairmont Hotel, Chateau Lake Louise, Rocky Mountains, Alberta (CDN). 

 

31. July 2009 

What was in their Luggage? German Refugee Neuroscientists and the Emergence of Interdisciplinary Research 

Networks in North-America, 1933 to 1963. 

XXIII. International Congress of History of Science and Technology. 28.07.-02.08.2009. 

Semmelweis University, Budapest (H). 
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18. June 2009 

Image and Logic: Considerations Regarding the Material Culture of Neuroscience. 

14th Annual Meeting of the International Society for the History of the Neurosciences. 

16.06.-20.06.2009. Francis Marion Hotel, Charleston, SC (USA). 

 

16. June 2009 

Review Writing:  The Problem of the ‘Bad Book’.  

Workshop on “Writing Reviews in the History of the Neurosciences” at the 14th Annual Meeting 

of the International Society of the Neurosciences (ISHN). 16.06.-20.06.2009. Francis Marion 

Hotel, Charleston, SC (USA). 

 

05. June 2009 

La mort traquée en laboratoire:  On the Transition from Pathophysiological Observation to Functional 

Investigation in French Experimental Physiology, 1800–1830.  

5th Laboratory History Conference. 03-05.06.2009. Program in the History of Science, Medicine 

and Technology at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, MD (USA). 

 

31. May 2009 

Inter-national Suffering and Local Medical Counselling: William G. Niederland (1904–1993) and the 

Psychiatric Contours of ‘Empathy’. 

Annual Conference of the Canadian Society for the History of Medicine. 29.05.-31.05. Carleton 

University in Ottawa, ON (CDN). 

 

28. May 2009 

From Metabolic ‘Fire’ to Animal ‘Heat’ – Historical Reflections on the Physiological Explanations of Human 

Body Function.  

Kolleg of the Humboldt Association of Canada. 28.-29.05.2009. University of Ottawa, ON 

(CDN). 

 

27. May 2009 

German-Speaking Neuroscientists in Canada after 1933.  

Annual Meeting of the Canadian Society for the History and Philosophy of Science. 26.-

28.05.2009. Carleton University in Ottawa, ON (CDN). 
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22. May 2009 

They Have Called Me an ‘American Monkey Psychiatrist …’:  German-American Biomedical Research in the 

Early Post-War Period. 

International Conference: ”Happy Birthday ‘BRD’: Transatlantic Reflections on Six Decades Full 

of Wonder”. 21-23.05.2009. Centre canadien d’études allemandes et européennes, Université de 

Montréal, PQ (CDN). 

 

17. April 2009 

The tertium comparationis of the elementa physiologiae: Johann Gottfried von Herder’s Conception of ‘Tears’ as 

Mediators between the Sublime and the Actual Bodily Physiology.  

Intersections Colloquium on Blood, Sweat, and Tears. 14.-18. April 2009. Royal Netherlands 

Academy of Arts and Sciences & Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study in the Humanities 

and Social Sciences, Wassenaar (NL). 

 

4. April 2009 

Forced Migration and the Cultural Context of the Brain Sciences: German-Speaking Émigré Psychiatrists and 

Neurologists in Canada, 1933-1963.  

AMS Keynote Lecture in History of Medicine at the History of Medicine Day, University of 

Alberta, Edmonton (CDN). 

 

3. April 2009  

Images without Imaging-Techniques? Conceptions of Brain Science and Neuromythological Representations in a 

History of Science Perspective. 

Grand Clinical Round at the Faculty of Medicine, University of Alberta, Edmonton, AB (CDN). 

 

16. Jan. 2009 

Probing the Relationship of Neuroscientific Knowledge & Public Mental Health Applications: The Case of 20th 

Century Canada.  

Departmental Colloquium, Department of Community Health Sciences, University of Calgary, 

AB (CDN). 
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2008 

 

02. Dec. 2008 

‘Interdisciplinarity’, ‘Group research’, ‘Brain Research Divisions’ – Historiographical Perspectives on the Early 

Development of Interdisciplinary Research Centers in German-Speaking Neuroscience, 1885 to 1935. 

History and Philosophy of Science Program, University of Calgary, AB (CDN).  

 

07. Nov. 2008 

On Research Trajectories in Deep Brain Stimulation (DBS) since the 1930s: Ethical and Historical Aspects of 

Manipulating the Functional Capacity of the Human Brain. 

International Conference: “Implanted Mind? The Neuroethics of Intracerebral Stem Cell 

Transplantation and Deep Brain Stimulation”. Duesseldorf, Castle Mickeln. 06.-08. Nov. 2008. 

Organized by the Institute for the History of Medicine and the Institute for Transplantation 

Diagnostics and Cell-based Therapeutics of the University of Duesseldorf (D). 

 

11. Oct. 2008 

Academic Commentary on Profs. Evan Thompson, UofT, Amir Raz, McGill University, and Shaun Gallagher, 

UofFlorida)  

Thematic Session: “Current Perspectives – Mirror Neurons & Empathy in Cognitive 

Neuroscience “. Interdisciplinary Workshop: “Varieties of Einfuehlung/Empathy in Science, 

Psychology, and Phenomenology”. Peter Wall Institute for Advanced Studies at the University of 

British Columbia, Vancouver, BC (CDN). 

 

02. Oct. 2008 

Die amerikanische Rockefeller Foundation, deutsche Hirnforschung sowie einige Raetsel der Forschungsfoerderung 

und des internationalen Wissenschaftsaustauschs zwischen 1930 und 1954.  

18th Annual Meeting of the German Society for the History of the Nerve Sciences (DGGN).  

01.-03.10.2008. Institute for the History of Medicine (Josephinum) University of Vienna (A). 

 

26. Sept. 2008 

Proto-Eugenic Thought and the Emergence of Professional Psychiatry: Conceptual Transfers and Personal 

Relations in the German-American Context. 

Trans-Atlantic Workshop: “Proto-Eugenics: Human Breeding – Eugenic Thought before 

Galton”. 25.09.-27.09.2008. German Historical Institute, Washington, D.C. (USA). 
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27. June 2008 

Psychiatrie und Hirnforschung: zu den interstitiellen Ubergaengen des staedtischen Wissenschaftsraums im Labor 

der Berliner Metropole – Vogt, Brodmann, Goldstein. 

Symposium: Psychiatrists and “Zeitgeist“. On the History of Psychiatry in Berlin. Charité – 

University Medicine of Berlin (D). 

 

24. June 2008 

19th Century French Physiology and the Conception of the Human-Animal Analogy: The Case of François 

Magendie (1783-1855) and Claude Bernard (1813-1878). 

5th Workshop of the Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of Medicine and Disease (CHMD): 

Experimental Transactions: Science and the Human-Animal Boundary. University of Durham 

(GB). 

 

19. June 2008 

‘Heroic Self-Experimentation’ as Neurophysiological Method: The Case of Alexander von Humboldt’s (1769-

1859) ‘Experiments on Electric Fish’ (together with Marco Piccolino and Stanley Finger). 

13th Annual Meeting of the International Society of the Neurosciences (ISHN). 18.06.-

22.06.2008. Harnack House of the Max-Planck-Society in Berlin (D). 

 

18. June 2008 

Teaching Neurohistory in the German-speaking Universities. 

Workshop on “Teaching the History of the Neurosciences” at the 13th Annual Meeting of the 

International Society of the Neurosciences (ISHN). 18.06.-22.06.2008. Harnack House of the 

Max-Planck-Society in Berlin (D). 

 

30. May 2008 

Another History of ‘Neuroeconomics’: The American Rockefeller Foundation, German Brain Science, and Some 

Puzzles of International Research Exchanges between 1930 and 1945. 

Annual Conference of the Canadian Society for the History of Medicine (CSHM). 30.05.-02.06. 

University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC (CDN). 
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22. May 2008 

Zwischen Veranschaulichungssinn und Vollstaendigkeitswahn – Albert Neissers Stereoscopischer Medicinischer 

Atlas aus dem Gebiet der Augenheilkunde (Breslau, 1895-1906). 

Departmental Colloquium: Spotlights in the History of Medicine. Institute for the History of 

Medicine and Museum, Zurich (CH). 

 

19. May 2008 

The Human Nervous System – A Clavicord? On the Use of Metaphors in the History of Modern Neurology. 

Mansell Bequest Symposium of The Medical Society of London: The Neurology of Music. 19.-

20.05. Lettsom House, London (GB). 

 

11. April 2008 

Internationality, Emigration, and the All-so-Loose-Network of the Goldstein-Group: Examining the Impact of 

‘America’ on their Neuroscience and their Impact on American Neuroscience. 

Annual Conference of the American Association for the History of Medicine (AAHM). 10.-

13.04.2008. University of Rochester, NY (USA). 

 

28. Feb. 2008 

François Magendie’s Physiological Nutrition Experiments, 1831-1841: Sensualist Convictions, Demonstrative 

Experimentation, and the Commercial Complex of the ‘French July Monarchy’. 

European Social Science History Conference (ESSHC). 26.02.-02.03.2008. University of Lisbon 

(P). 

 

19. Feb. 2008 

On the Mental Pathologies of Modern Life: Weimar Discourses about Degeneration, Exhaustion, and the 

Physical Constitution of the Brain. 

Interdisciplinary Lecture Series: „Intellektuelle – Geist – gespannte Koerper. Inscriptions of 

Modernity in Weimar Germany (Art, Science, and Culture)”. German Studies, History and Social 

Studies of Medicine. McGill University, Montreal, PQ, (CDN). 


