
BEDSIDE AND COMMUNITY
50 Years of Contributions to the Health of 
Albertans by the University of Calgary 
Edited by Diana J. Mansell, Frank W. Stahnisch, 
and Paula Larsson  
 
Bedside and Community is the inside story of fifty years of health 
care and health research at the University of Calgary. Drawing on 
the first-person accounts of researchers, administrators, faculty, 
and students along with archival research, and faculty histories. 
This collection celebrates the many significant contributions the 
University of Calgary has made to the health of Albertans. 

With contributions from the Cumming School of Medicine, the 
Faculty of Nursing, Faculty of Kinesiology, Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine, Faculty of Environmental Design, Department of 
Psychology, and Indigenous Health Initiatives Bedside and 
Community is a truly collaborative history. Addressing the links 
between departments, the relationship between the university 
and the community, and evolving research and teaching methods, 
this book places the University of Calgary within a wider national 
context and shows how the unique health needs of Southern Alberta 
have been an important research and care leitmotiv.  

DIANA J. MANSELL is a Canadian Nurse Historian now retired from 
the Faculty of Nursing at the University of Calgary.  

FRANK W. STAHNISCH is the Alberta Medical Foundation/Hannah Professor in the History of Medicine 
and Health Care at the University of Calgary. 

PAULA LARSSON is an Oxford-based scholar of health history with a focus on intersections of 
ethnicity, health and policy.  
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THE HISTORY OF HEALTH EDUCATION AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY  

CREATING THE FUTURE OF HEALTH 
The History of the Cumming School of Medicine at the 
University of Calgary, 1967-2012
Robert Lampard, David B. Hogan, Frank W. Stahnisch, and 
James R. Wright Jr.

Founded on the recommendation of the Royal Commission 
on Health Services in 1964 the Cumming School has, from the 
very beginning, focused on innovation and excellence in health 
education. With a pioneering focus on novel, responsive and 
systems-based approaches, it was one of the first faculties to pilot 
multi-year training programs in family medicine and remains one of 
only two three-year medical schools in North America. 

Drawing on interviews with key players and extensive research into 
documents and primary material, Creating the Future of Health 
traces the history of the school through the leadership of its Deans. 
This is a story of perseverance through fiscal turbulence, sweeping 
changes to health care and health care education, and changing 

ideas of what health services are and what they should do. It is a story of triumph, of innovation, and of 
the tenacious spirit that thrives to this day at the Cumming School of Medicine. 
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FACULTY OF NURSING ON THE MOVE 
Nursing at the University of Calgary, 1969-2004
Geertje Boschma

Starting with the dramatic changes in health care policy after the 
Second World War, Faculty of Nursing on the Move establishes the role 
of nursing education as pivotal to a thriving health care industry. 
It provides a historical analysis of the Faculty of Nursing at the 
University of Calgary, in contrast and comparison to the broader 
evolution of academic nursing in Canada. 

Exploring how the Faculty of Nursing has responded to important 
social trends and ongoing changes in health care policy and nursing 
education, the challenges of developing an academic unit within larger 
educational and health care structures, and paying special attention 
to the interrelationships between nursing education and women’s 
studies, Faculty of Nursing on the Move will illuminate historical and 
contemporary nursing issues. 
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