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UCalgary plans “growth through focus”, deeper connections 
with community 

President McCauley outlines future vision for UCalgary at campus community town hall 
 

Calgary, AB – University of Calgary President and Vice-Chancellor Ed McCauley today presented a proposal, 
“Growth through focus”, that would see UCalgary: refocus investments into areas of strength; dramatically expand 
the offering of micro-credentials and graduate education geared towards professionals; strengthen ties to industry 
and purpose-based organizations; and overhaul operations and employment incentives with an eye towards 
creating “Canada’s most entrepreneurial university.” 

“Great cities are built around great research universities and cities that successfully reinvent themselves do 
so in partnerships with focused, world-class institutions. The fate of Calgary and its university are 
inextricably tied. Our community has supported us, and now is the time to show returns on those 
investments for the benefit of our community.  Our ambition is nothing short of UCalgary being a catalyst of 
economic growth and quality-of-life improvements in this city.” 

- Ed McCauley, UCalgary President and Vice-Chancellor 

The “Growth through focus” proposal is the culmination of sixteen months of consultation on how the University 
can evolve to support Alberta’s economic recovery. It provides a way for the University of Calgary to adapt to 
budget reductions while continuing to improve its reputation and value to the community. 

A cornerstone of the proposal is deeper integration with Calgary businesses and non-profits, and a stronger focus 
on commercialization, knowledge mobilization, and deploying innovations. Community partnerships would help 
shape research, teaching and learning priorities. Acting in a more entrepreneurial, community-outcome focused 
fashion would be incentivized through changes to the way we compensate and reward performance and 
contributions. 

“We are creating, in the heart of Canada’s most enterprising city, Canada’s most entrepreneurial university. 
This is a place where leaders are created. This is a place where hard work is rewarded and where innovation 
turns into results.” 

- Geeta Sankappanavar, UCalgary Board Chair 

 

University leadership is now seeking community feedback on this proposal, with the intention of refining it 
throughout the summer and bringing it through the University’s governance processes in the fall. 
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About the University of Calgary 
The University of Calgary is a global intellectual hub located in Canada’s most enterprising city. In our spirited, high-
quality learning environment, students thrive in programs made rich by research, hands-on experiences and 
entrepreneurial thinking. Our strategy drives us to be recognized as one of Canada’s top five research universities, 
engaging the communities we both serve and lead. This strategy is called Eyes High, inspired by the university's 
Gaelic motto, which translates as 'I will lift up my eyes.' For more information, visit ucalgary.ca/eyeshigh.  
 
For more information, visit ucalgary.ca. Stay up to date with University of Calgary news headlines on 
Twitter @UCalgary. For details on faculties and how to reach experts go to our media centre 
at ucalgary.ca/mediacentre.  
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