
University Calendar Regulations vs. University Policies: 
What’s the Difference? 

 

The University Calendar Regulations and University Policies each set expectations on the University 
community and both are important for understanding how the University of Calgary operates, but they 
each serve a different purpose, as described below.  

1. Why does the University of Calgary have both Calendar Regulations and 
Policies?  

UCalgary is a large and complex organization. It is established by legislation called the Post Secondary 
Learning Act (PSLA), which creates a shared governance model for the University and responsibilities are 
shared generally between academic decisions and operational / management decisions. The University 
Calendar regulations focus on academic matters, primarily related to students, and University policies 
and procedures address core academic and research functions as well as operational and administrative 
matters. It is important to note that the University Calendar and University Policies often are 
interconnected. 

University Calendar Regulations University Policies & Procedures 

Govern academic matters, primarily related to 
students 

Govern core academic (including student related 
matters) and research functions as well as 
operational and administrative matters and  

Approved through General Faculties Council (GFC) 
governance process  

Approved by the Approval Authority identified 
under the Establishing and Managing Policies and 
Procedures (Policy). These are the Board of 
Governors (Board), GFC, or Executive Leadership 
Team (ELT). 

Overseen by GFC or its delegate 
Overseen by the appropriate Implementation 
Authority, as identified on each University policy.  

Official academic rules. Apply primarily to students' 
academic journey. 

Apply broadly across the institution as detailed in 
the scope of each policy. 

Examples: admission, grading, progression, 
graduation. 

Examples: financial management, HR, safety, 
privacy, governance, conduct, research integrity.  

 

  



2. University Calendar Regulations 

University Calendar Regulations are the University’s official academic rules. They establish the academic 
requirements, rights, responsibilities, and processes that govern a student’s academic journey from 
admission through graduation.  It is every University of Calgary community member’s (including 
students) responsibility to know and comply with the relevant regulations. They cover areas such as: 

• Admission and readmission requirements;  
• Registration and enrolment requirements; 
• Course, program, and graduation requirements; 
• Academic standing, progression, withdrawals, probation, and discontinuation; 
• Grading, examinations, and assessment regulations;  
• Registration appeals and reconsideration processes; 
• Tuition, fee, and refund regulations; 
• Student records, transcripts, and academic credentials; and,  
• Academic integrity and student academic responsibility. 

Who oversees the University Calendar Regulations?  

The GFC has oversight of the University Calendar Regulations and in some cases has delegated approval 
authority to its committees. The Registrar oversees and maintains the University Calendar and works 
with the University Secretary to ensure appropriate governance processes are followed.  

Faculty specific regulations are also found in the University Calendar (referred to as Faculty Regulations) 
and provide more specific academic requirements when necessary. These are first reviewed and 
recommended through specific Faculty governance processes and then proceed through the GFC 
governance process.  

3. University Policies & Procedures 

University policies and procedures address how the University operates on a day-to-day basis and 
regulate University activities, operations, or conduct. It is every University of Calgary community 
member’s (including students) responsibility to know and comply with the relevant policies and 
procedures. They cover areas such as:  

• Governance and organizational processes;  
• Facilities and campus operations; 
• Financial management; 
• Human resources and staff conduct; 
• Health, Safety, and Environment; 
• Student matters, such as conduct, accommodations, most appeals, and services; and,  
• Research.  

  



Who oversees University policies and procedures?  

University Legal Services oversees University level policies and procedures. It maintains these documents 
and works with the University Secretary to ensure appropriate Approval Authority and governance 
processes are followed.  

University policies and procedures are approved by the applicable Approval Authority, which is normally 
the Board of Governors, the General Faculties Council, or the Executive Leadership Team (or a member 
of that team). The approval authority is identified, primarily, based on the responsibilities provided in 
Post Secondary Learning Act and in accordance with the Delegation of Authority Policy.  

An Implementation Authority is also identified for each University Policy who is responsible for 
managing that policy or procedure.   

Need Help or More Information? 

For Calendar Regulations or Faculty Regulations: 
Visit calendar.ucalgary.ca  
Email registrar@ucalgary.ca 
 

For University Policies and Procedures: 
Visit ucalgary.ca/legal-services/policies-and-procedures  
Email legalservices.policy@ucalgary.ca 
 

For Governance or process questions: 
Visit ucalgary.ca/secretariat/ 
Email: secretariat@ucalgary.ca 
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