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Preface to NURS 461 Pathophysiology

Description

Nursing 461 is offered to students in the post diploma baccalaureate program. Previously gained knowledge in anatomy and physiology is a prerequisite.

Nursing 461 is an overview of pathophysiological mechanisms and their relationships to human body systems across the life span. The purpose of this course is to facilitate study of the mechanisms underlying the development, manifestations, effects, and therapeutic interventions for selected alterations in physiological functioning.

Objectives

On completion of Nursing 461 you will be able to:

1. Describe pathophysiological mechanisms underlying common disease processes, conditions and injuries.

2. Relate clinical manifestations to assessment of patient status.

3. Explain the basic rationale for common therapeutic interventions.

4. Apply pathophysiological concepts to the management of patients with acute and chronic illness.

5. Compare and contrast pathophysiological mechanisms across the life span.

Course Structure

The course is divided into 17 units.  Five of the units are optional and you are choose 2 of them as your option units. You are welcome to explore the units as you wish, but I strongly recommend that you work through the units in the order in which they appear after completing the Welcome.

NURS 461 is built around four main components: this Print Companion, the textbook (Pathophysioly – Concepts of Altered States (2005) by Porth, C.M.) and the WebCT site.

Following is an outline describing each of these components:

	Print Companion
	Primary Learning Resource

· Always use the Print Companion first to guide your study.

· You will be tested on your knowledge of the material described in the Print Companion.



	Textbook
	Primary Reading and Reference Material

· The Print Companion will direct you to your text book readings.



	Supporting WebCT Site
	Communication Link and Enhanced Content 

· Provides communication with the instructor and your fellow classmates.

· Offers enhanced content through web links and related media.

· Provides online access to the web sites that are referenced to throughout the Print Companion.


About the NURS 461 Print Companion

Conventions

Each unit in this print companion is structured in a similar way and usually has the following headings:
Aim: The aim gives you a general overview of what you will learn in the unit.

Objectives: Objectives give you direction on what you are expected to learn and on which you will be examined.

Requirements: Items listed under requirements are items that you must read for the unit and can be tested on.

Supplemental Materials: The supplemental materials are recommended readings if you wish to take your knowledge to the next level.

References: References provide you a list of all of the sources used to write the unit, and a good source of further reading.

Glossary: The glossary gives definitions for vocabulary commonly used in the unit and the health care professions.

Acronym List: The acronym lists acronyms that are commonly used in the unit and the profession.

Checklist of Requirements: A checklist of all the items for which you are responsible in the unit.

A Guide to the Icons

Throughout the print companion you will find icons alerting you to different information and activities.

	[image: image2.png]



	Read:

The books will direct you to the course text book, Pathophysiology, the Biological Basis for Disease in Adults and Children, by McCance and Huether. It will be a reading, or perhaps a reference to a table or page.
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	Learning Activity:

The happy successful student indicates some sort of test, quiz, game, or note taking activity. Sometimes there will be answers in the back of each of the units, other times you may be asked to just ‘stop and think.’



	
	Note:

The note taking professional indicates a piece of important information. Be sure to take a close look!
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	Breaking News:

The racing ambulance indicates current science that is relevant to the topic at hand.
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	Future Possibilities:

The bubbling beakers will give you information about how science might influence a topic in the years to come.
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	Point of Interest:

The fellow with the binoculars will direct you to information that has some salient relationship to the topic at hand.
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	Controversy:

These two fighters indicate controversy in the field and show that there is lots of room for dispute in the way things are done.
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	History:

These ancient pillars indicate information about the long history of biological science.
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